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Public Affairs at HFD
Highlands Fire serves the community 

in more ways than just providing exceptional 
emergency service when the call is received. We 
also have a very active Public Affairs Division 
that posts regularly on Social Media, conducts 
open houses, and attends events representing 
Highlands Fire in and around the Flagstaff area. 

Around this time of year we participate in 
several Firewise Community Days in 

the areas we serve. Kachina Village 
is now a Firewise Community and 

if everyone remembers last June 
when the Smoky Bear Hot Air 
balloon was inflated and offered 
tethered rides at Raymond Park, 
that served as the inaugural 

event for Kachina. We also 
help out the Flagstaff Ranch 

community with their 
event. Forest Highlands 

was one of the first 4 
Firewise Communities in 

the state of Arizona and is 
part of more than 1,000 rated 

communities. Highlands Fire 
hosts a booth each year at their 
event which is held in conjunction 
with their July 4th celebration and 
BBQ. We also drive our restored 

antique Fire Engine in their 
parade which serves to kick-off 
the annual event. 

The Public Affairs 
Division also offers CPR and 
First Aid classes taught at 
the station for a nominal fee. 
We have instructors who are 
certified to the latest American Heart Association 
standards and classes are offered as interest 
builds approximately once a month. Additionally, 
the Fire District offers burn permits which allow 
open burning of yard debris after a site inspection 
at your property. Please do not burn even if 
you have a permit unless you have contacted 
Highlands Fire first so we can verify that burning 
during a specific date and time is safe and 
allowed by Coconino County. Predicted weather 
conditions and if there are no Red Flag warnings 
determine whether burning will be allowed. We 
also offer burn permits for campfires which follow 
the same parameters and are typically conducted 
at night. For more information and to obtain a 
permit free of charge, please contact us at        
928 525-1717.  

Brian Katrales
Public Information Officer



I wish everyone a happy 4th of July holiday! 
We (The County) have a good relationship with 
Highlands Fire District and continue to work on 
issues together. As an example, this year we each 
provided the opportunity for communities in the 
district to help work toward being safe related 
to healthy forests and communities by providing 
additional green waste disposal opportunities. 

Shelby Erickson coordinated Bear Jaw 
Community Cleanup in early May on behalf of the 
Highlands Fire District. We were able to coordinate 
the disposal at Willard Springs Transfer Station. 
Bear Jaw successfully removed 4,272 individual 
bags of green waste, 339 cubic yards of slash for a 
total equivalent of 62 roll-off dumpsters. This was 
done ahead of the time we typically have higher 
fire danger in early spring. Shelby had a great idea 
to help make it easier for you to remove the green 

waste in a timely way and it certainly worked 
well thanks to his idea and your participation. 

Thank you to Highlands Fire District 
and the Bear Jaw crew for removing 
these fuels from our community and 

reducing the fire danger in the wildland 
urban interface. 

The County’s annual 2019 Willard 
Springs Community Cleanup Days event was 
held at the Willard Springs Transfer Station 
on Friday May 31st through Saturday, 
June 8th during the station’s regular hours 
of operation. This year’s cleanup event 

emphasized the importance of preparing 
for wildfire season through several 
important changes to the program. 

For example, vouchers were no longer 
required to deposit green waste for 

free during Voucher Days at the Willard 
Springs Transfer Station. Pine needles 
and other green waste except tree 

stumps and large trees were accepted 
at the transfer station with no load 

size restrictions. Residents were 
able to make unlimited trips to 
deposit green waste at Willard 

Springs. This year saw the 
collection of 4,160 cubic 

yards of green waste/forest 
materials at Willard Springs. 

Throughout the County community cleanups 
helped Williams-area residents collect 400 cubic 
yards of green waste material and much more at 
Moonset Pit in Parks, and 1,150 cubic yards of 
material from all over the outskirts of Flagstaff. 

We continue to grow our relationship. The 
County has contracted with Highlands Fire District 
and will pay Highlands Fire $15,300 for Fort Tuthill 
fire and medical emergency response services this 
year. This cost will increase each year based on 
the consumer price index. We have partnered and 
worked well with Highlands Fire District and are 
excited about the future of this contract for services 
that we need at Fort Tuthill County Park. 

Beyond this the County continues to prioritize 
forest restoration to reduce our number one public 
safety threat of catastrophic wildfire and post-
wildfire flooding. The County recently hired Jay 
Smith to serve as the Forest Restoration Director. 
Jay is excited about his new role and is eager to 
assist in the re-establishment of forest industry in 
Coconino County as it is paramount in the overall 
goal of restoring our forestland to help prevent 
catastrophic wildfires and post-wildfire 
floods. We continue our collaborative 
efforts with our partners in which 
Highlands Fire and Ponderosa Fire 
Advisory Council (PFAC) are partners to 
reduce the fire threat and promote Firewise 
communities and healthy ecosystems. 

In partnership with Highlands Fire 
District we have worked together in fire 
education, supporting community clean-
ups to help reduce fire danger, growing 
the green waste disposal site at Willard 
Springs, and coordinating together during 
emergencies. There is much more work 
to be done, but I am confident that with 
your help we can continue to improve 
to accomplish it together. It is through 
strong partnerships such as the one we 
have with Highlands Fire District that 
will help make this happen. I wish you 
a safe and happy summer. 

Matt Ryan
County Supervisor

An Update from County Supervisor Matt Ryan
Welcome to the Highlands Fire District. I 

would like to share with you a brief description of 
the District and the duties of the Highlands Fire 
District Board of Directors.  

First, let’s meet the Board members!
The Fire Board is made up of five members.  

Your current Board members are (from left to 
right) Brad Bippus, Peter Kloeber, Chairperson; 
Robyn Martin, Jan Hirsch, Clerk; and Joe Favazzo.  

Formed on March 31, 1999,  the Highlands 
Fire District is currently comprised of and 
primarily serves five communities in the area 
south of Flagstaff, to include: Forest Highlands, 
Kachina Village, Mountainaire, Pine Del and Lower 
Lake Mary.  The District also provides emergency 
services to Flagstaff Ranch and Fort Valley 
Recreation Area and collaborates with the Greater 
Flagstaff Region for fire, medical, and training 
services.  

The role of the board is to provide guidance 
to the Fire Chief, through the vision, mission and 
values set forth for the District.  It is the district 
board that hires and evaluates the Fire Chief.  The 
board is also responsible for the annual budget, 
annual reports, the District’s annual financial audit 
and the strategic plan.  Past meeting minutes, the 
strategic plan and the history of the Highlands Fire 
District can all be viewed at our website; www.
highlandsfire.org

Board members, or Directors, serve four 
year terms, which are non compensated positions. 
To serve, board members must also live within 
the District.  This is strictly volunteer and your 
board members proudly serve the community’s 
in which the District services.  The primary way 
board members serve is through regular monthly 

meetings, which are held on the third Tuesday of 
each month at 5:00 pm.  Special meetings, sessions 
and work sessions may also be held when special 
items or District business must be attended to 
before the next regular meeting.  Meetings are held 
at Station 23 located at 3350 Old Munds Highway.  
All regular meetings are open to the public and we 
encourage public participation at the meetings.  
It’s a great way to learn about all the amazing 
services offered by the Highlands Fire District, 
the distinguished work that the men and women 
of the District provide every day and it affords the 
opportunity for the board members to hear directly 
from the citizens we serve.  

As your board, we are grateful for the 
continued support of the annual pancake breakfast.  
The breakfast is a great way to see your board 
members serving…literally, the board members 
every year serve up breakfast.  But we can only take 
credit for serving, it’s the multi skilled and pancake 
masterful firefighters who do the preparation and 
pancake flipping.  So Hat’s off to our amazing 
Firefighters! 

Bringing this to a close, I do want to take 
a moment to thank our communities for the 
abundance of support you have provided to the 
District.  Your continued support and contributions 
pave the way for the District to continue to 
provide the highest level of service and to 
strive to find new innovative ways to further 
serve the communities we serve.  We 
are all very proud of our Firefighters, 
their families and their unwavering 
dedication to the preservation of life 
and property.  

Joe Favazzo
Fire Board Director

Serving Highlands Fire District



Throughout this summer’s Fire Dragon 
Newsletter, you will notice the common theme of 
community service. Your firefighters exemplify 
the Fire District’s core values of Preparedness, 
Respect, Initiative, Duty, and Empathy. They have 
chosen to build a life of meaning and purpose by 
serving others. This is accomplished through good 
training habits, focused practice, and sound mental 
discipline. It is a privilege to serve the community. 
The primary motivation being to serve and to 
care for those who place their trust in us. We are 
successful because of our personnel and their 
commitment to serving the other members, the 
organization, and the community.

Often our neighbors will come to a Fire 
Station for a visit, an open burning permit, or a 
medical emergency. On occasion, they will find 
that the Fire Crew is not at the Station House. 
The Highlands Fire District provides a full-time, 
professional Fire Department which staffs two Fire 
Stations, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year. However, 
there are many times when the personnel assigned 
to a fire station are not in the “house”.  In addition 
to responding to emergencies and community 
service requests, here are some reasons why:

Performing Home Safety Inspections•	
Fire Hydrant Maintenance and Flow Testing•	
Fueling the Fire Engines•	
Restocking Emergency Medical Supplies•	
Pre-Incident Planning and Commercial •	
Property Inspections
Area familiarization to insure that our •	
personnel are familiar with streets, addresses 
and access restrictions
Welfare Checks of District Citizens•	
Community Integrated Paramedic Home Visits•	
Issuing Open Burning Permits•	
Mutual Aid requests to our regional partners•	

The vast majority of out-of-station time is 
devoted to the rigorous training requirements set 
by the District and often mandated by law. Much 
of this training cannot be performed in the station 
house.  Here are some examples:

Each Advanced Life Support Engine Company •	
is required to have 70 hours of continuing 
medical training, per person, per year 
including Advanced Cardiac Life Support, 
Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation, and Advanced 
Airway Management
Each fire fighter is mandated to have 240 •	
hours of fire related training per year including 
specialized training in Rope Rescue, Cold 
Water Rescue and Vehicle Extrication each 
year
Engineers (Driver/Operators) must complete a •	
minimum of 12 hours of refresher training each 
year
Company Officers are required to complete 12 •	
hours of Officer Development Training each 
year
Every fire fighter is required to have at least •	
one live fire training per year

The Fire District has also entered into a 
Regional Training Program with five other local 
fire agencies in the Greater Flagstaff Region. In an 
effort to maximize our efforts, reduce redundancy 
and increase effectiveness, personnel from all 
the agencies regularly gather at the Flagstaff Fire 
Department Training Facility to conduct multi-
agency emergency operation drills.

The Department relies on the 911 emergency 
call system to respond to incidents across the 
fire district. Regardless of whether there are fire 
fighters in a particular station at a particular time, 
they are always on call. The District’s engines can 
best be reached by calling 911 rather than bringing 
your emergency to the Fire Station. Our 
engines are dispatched via radio and can 
be called into service from any location on 
the District. Please be assured that even if 
there are no fire fighters in the Station when 
you happen by, Highlands Fire 
is on duty and will respond. 

We Love To Make House Calls!

Dirch Foreman
Fire Chief

We Still Make House Calls

The Highlands Fire District’s Community 
Integrated Paramedic program has been in 
development for several years. The goal of this 
program is to help patients return home and avoid 
unnecessary readmission to the hospital. This is a 
benefit to the patient and community in general, 
helping control medical costs. HFD has two active 
CIPs at this time, Brandon Blue and Kevin Dobbe. 
There is only other CIP in the GFR area. He is 
a Paramedic with Guardian Medical Transport 
who recently took over the position from another 
Guardian Paramedic who retired. Sedona Fire 
and Verde Valley Ambulance have a very active 
program and we are learning from them. Brandon 
and I were trained several years ago in Cottonwood 
but at that time we were lacking a doctor to provide 
medical direction so we were in a holding pattern. 
Dr. Gina Hart from Flagstaff Medical Center 
took on our project as Medical Director and has 
provided outstanding guidance to our program. 

Initially, we were to follow Congestive heart 
failure, diabetic and orthopedic patients. We found 
that our residents had significantly different needs. 
In response and anticipation of what is needed in 
our area, Dr. Hart has held meetings and trainings 
to help us provide care for our patients. She has 
always been available to answer questions and help 
guide us to give the patient what is appropriate. 
Dr. Hart has been a very positive influence helping 
move the program forward. She has been very 
supportive in allowing us to tailor our care to the 
needs of the patient and what we can provide 
them. This integrates well with or Mission and 
Values. 

Currently, we average between 5 and 10 
active CIP patients at any given time. Some are 

very low maintenance while others require 
significant time and effort. The normal time 

frame for these patients is considered 30 days in 
the program. However, we have some who require 
only one or two visits while others have been 
followed for over 6 months due to the complexity of 
their cases. Our case load is managed at FMC Care 
Coordination utilizing both the hospital staff and 
our Paramedics identifying patients for us. As time 
and money permit, we will expand our program.  

         We have plans to train 2 additional CIPs when 
classes and funding become available. We are 
applying for grants to fund this endeavor. Thanks 
to the support of Chief Foreman and the Highlands 
Fire Board the program is blossoming into a great 
support system for our residents.

This program has been well received by the 
vast majority of our referrals. As it is a new concept 
in our area, we are working to educate patients 
and the public about the CIP program. Spread the 
word, this is another way your fire department 
works to serve you better.

Kevin Dobbe
Engineer/Paramedic
EMS Coordinator

Community Integrated Paramedicine 



The theme of this edition of the Fire Dragon 
is “Community Service” – the core responsibility 
of our Fire District and the very heart of our 
Mission Statement: The Highlands Fire District 
is an emergency service and community oriented 
organization dedicated to protecting lives and 
property of its residents and visitors through 
emergency medical services, fire suppression, fire 
prevention, and public education. Our District 
takes great pride in providing such service and you, 
our residents, constantly tell us through over 18 
years of “customer surveys” that we are meeting 
your expectations 25% of the time and exceeding 
them 75% of the time – for a total satisfaction 
rating of 100% for our provided services.

What services do you typically think of 
and expect? The list likely includes medical 
emergencies, facility use, burn permits, fire 
prevention, public education, search and rescue, 
CPR training, and of course prompt response to 
smoke alarms, house fires, vehicle accidents, and 
even snakes.  And you may already be familiar 
with our new Community Integrated Paramedicine 

program. Many of these “community” services 
are discussed elsewhere in this edition. 
But there is one key service that you may 
not readily think of… one that is basically 

unnoticed… and that your District does 
extremely well. That service is helping to protect 
our community against the threat of wildfire.

In fact, wildfire is the number one threat to 
our community – one that is located within the 
largest stand of Ponderosa pines in the world. 

It is because of its location that many of you 
decided to live in this pristine mountain 

wilderness community in perfect 
harmony with its dramatic natural 

environment. But such a decision comes 
with a risk… and your Fire District has 

been working hard to mitigate that risk. 
These mitigation efforts have been ongoing 

for over 19 years in concert with state and 
federal forestry. Since 2000, Highlands Fire 

District has treated about 1,000 acres of private 
and county land within our district. Since 2008, 
the Bear Jaw crew has worked cooperatively on 
state and federal lands to treat about 17,450 acres 
adjacent to and surrounding the District. Such work 

was credited with helping protect our community 
from the Brins Fire in 2006 and the Slide Fire in 
2014. While forest treatment efforts are indeed 
noteworthy and beneficial, research related to how 
homes ignite, and post-wildfire assessments tell 
us that the majority of home ignitions during a 
wildfire are from embers and small surface fires. 
Since 2002, the Firewise USA® program has 
encouraged residents across the country to take 
action at the home and surrounding area to reduce 
the chances of their home igniting. Did you know 
that your District has been actively involved in this 
Firewise initiative since its inception? 

The Highlands Fire District was instrumental 
in Forest Highlands becoming a Firewise 
Community in 2004, at the time only the 2nd such 
community in Arizona and the 60th in the nation. 
Forest Highlands has now been a certified Firewise 
Community for over 15 consecutive years – again 
because of your Fire District. And in 2017, through 
the focused efforts and initiative of your District 
and its Bear Jaw Interagency Fuels Crew, Kachina 
Village was recognized as a Firewise Community. 
During the most recent community clean up, 2,055 
individual parcels were cleaned up by the owners 
and 2,475 cubic yards of material were removed 
– equivalent to 62 full sized roll-off dumpsters of 
material.

The Firewise program depends on residents 
being engaged and doing more of the right work in 
the right places to increase the ignition resistance 
of our homes and our communities. Highlands 
Fire District stands ready to assist you in this effort 
– through property assessments, and Firewise 
education. So let me ask… is your home Firewise?  
If yes, great! Not sure… give us a call and we will 
come check it out and give you the answer – and 
the solution!

Pete Kloeber
Fire Board Chair

Firewise Makes a Difference 

Bear Jaw with the assistance of Arizona 
Department of Forestry and Fire Management 
(DFFM) completed the collection and haul 
portion of the 2019 Bear Jaw Community 
Cleanup program. This included the design and 
implementation of an Incident Action Plan and 
use of the Incident Command System (ICS). The 
intent was to remove as much material from the 
home ignition zone to reduce the hazard to our 
citizens and first responders alike in the event of a 
catastrophic wildland fire. 

This project would not be possible without 
the assistance of Arizona Public Service in 
providing over 5,000 bags and State Farm 
Insurance Company in the form of a $500 Wildfire 
Preparedness Day Grant. DFFM supplied needed 
additional personnel and equipment. Coconino 
County made available the use free of charge for the 
Willard Springs Transfer Station and stuffed fliers 
in with the monthly KVID bills.

Starting on 6 May 2019 and Continuing 
through 8 May 2019, 20 personnel from Bear Jaw 
and 23 personnel from DFFM collected bags of 
pine needles and cut slash piles to haul to Willard 
Springs Transfer Station. This coordinated effort 
included the use of 9 separate vehicles and 4 
trailers. Over the course of the three days the crews 
collected the following:

2,055 - Individual Parcels in Collection Area•	
1,361 – Total Acreage Area•	
4,272 - Individual Bags Removed•	
339 - Cubic Yards Slash Removed•	
2,475 – Total Cubic Yards of Material•	
62 – Material Equivalent in Roll-off •	
Dumpsters

The use of GPS data allowed the acquisition of 
precise location and amount of material in order to 
improve the program in the future while keeping 
costs at an absolute minimum. 

This program is designed to reduce hazard 
in the Wildland Urban Interface in the most 
difficult fuels to mitigate. Traditional costs for 
fuels reduction in these areas is above $2,000 
per acre and generally not available under federal 
and state grant opportunities. Due directly to 
the joint effort of our public and private partners 
we were able to create a safer community and 
reduce the risk to private property in the event of 
a catastrophic wildland fire in the Mountainaire 
and Kachina Village Subdivisions. We hope to 
continue this program in the future with biennial 
implementation.

Our thanks and appreciation to the following:

Aaron Green – Arizona Department of Forestry 
and Fire Management
Ron Hollaman – Coconino County Public Works
Janet Dean – Arizona Public Service
Ty Cordova – State Farm Insurance

Shelby Erickson
Superintendent

Bear Jaw Community Clean-up 



Hello Highlands Fire District.  My name is Mike 
Greenwalt and in January I was fortunate to become the 
newest Battalion Chief for the District.  I am grateful to be a 
part of the Highlands team and look forward to serving this 
community every day.  Here is a quick bio so that you can get 
to know me.

I grew up in Flagstaff and was active in sports including 
soccer, football, and track. I graduated from Coconino High 
School in 1999 and immediately joined the Army National 
Guard.  I attended basic training at Fort Knox Kentucky and 
was happy to be selected for firefighting school at Goodfellow 
Air Force Base in San Angelo, Texas.  When my training was 
complete, I was selected for my first full-time firefighting 
position at Camp Navajo in Bellemont.  In the early 2000’s, 
I attended Coconino Community College and worked as 
a volunteer at Parks/Bellemont Fire Department and as a 
Reserve Firefighter for Sedona Fire District. 

In 2003, I was hired by the Flagstaff Fire Department.  I 
attended the academy and then continued my career with the 
City of Flagstaff.  I was with the city for 15 years and enjoyed 
the people and the experience that it provided me, as well as all 
of the quality training and mentorship.  I was a Captain with 
Flagstaff Fire when the opportunity arose to test for Battalion 
Chief for Highlands Fire.  In addition to the opportunity for 
career advancement, I was happy to test because I have fond 
memories as a child living in Kachina Village and running all 
of the hills and finding geode rocks.  I am very happy to come 
back to the first community that I was a part of, and to serve in 
a new role with great opportunity and challenge. 

I obtained my AAS in Fire Science from Coconino 
Community College and am in the final stages of a bachelor’s 
degree in Public Administration from Columbia Southern 
University.  I believe in lifelong learning and plan on 
continuing my education throughout the rest of my career.

I am blessed to have an amazing support system at home, 
with my wife Kristin and my 3 year old son Magnus always 
in my corner.  They give me inspiration to succeed, and to try 
to get a little bit better each and every day.  We enjoy toddler 
activities, hiking, hunting, and camping.  My whole family is 
grateful for this opportunity. 

Thanks for getting to know me and I look forward to 
seeing all of you out in the district and during community 
events!

It is the responsibility of a Fire District to investigate the fires 
that they respond to.  Districts have an obligation to the property 
owner to provide the most reasonable explanation as to how that 
fire occurred.  By providing this information to the property owner, 
public education can be provided to help the homeowner learn how 
to prevent future problems, and provide peace of mind in the case 
of an accidental fire.  We understand that a fire can be devastating, 
and anything that we can provide to better serve you on your worst 
day is one of our highest priorities. 

Fire Investigation information is valuable for insurance 
companies that may be processing a claim, or for investigating 
criminal cases if the fire was intentionally set. Here at HFD we are 
responsible for the investigation of the origin and cause of a fire, 
and we work with law enforcement on follow-up investigations for 
criminal cases.

In an effort to improve service to the community, it is 
common for fire departments to conduct an operational critique 
after the incident. This is an excellent tool to identify the strengths 
and weaknesses of our response and suppression performance. We 
can do the same with our fire prevention efforts by linking our fire 
investigations to our fire prevention program.  If, as investigators, 
we see trends in causes of origin, we can work with our public 
education team to notify the public on how to be safer and prevent 
future occurrences.

 There are a number of benefits to collecting fire investigation 
data. This investigative data can be used for the following:

Improving public awareness and education•	
Implementing more appropriate fire and life safety •	
inspections
Providing input into firefighting tactics and operations•	
Modifying regulatory requirements for buildings and products•	
Preventing or mitigating similar occurrences•	
Our investigation program is currently expanding, with efforts 

to get HFD firefighters cross-trained as fire investigators.  The 
process takes about 2 years to complete and we’ve had several people 
apply to the National Fire Academy for training.  We are currently 
working with our regional partners to build a Regional Arson Task 
Force to work more seamlessly within the region.  As always, it is our 
pleasure to serve our citizens and provide you with a product that you 
can be proud of.

HFD Welcomes Battalion Chief Michael Greenwalt 
Fire Investigation:  Improving 

Firefighter Safety & Community Awareness

Mike Greenwalt
Battalion Chief



An Inspection implies checking or 
measuring findings or observed issues as 
compared to some standard, ie: a building or 
fire code. The Highlands Fire District, and 
our communities served, are physically ‘in the 
county’ and as such we fall under the adopted 
editions of the building code enacted by 
Coconino County. Coconino County currently 
doesn’t embrace a fire code, so we fall under 
the Fire Code adopted by the State of Arizona.

A building and fire code related issue 
would refer to an appropriate code to assess 
the condition found to be of concern to life 
or property. Likewise, if a new, or changing 
issue was to arise where our community 
members, their family, or visitors health or 
property safety were adversely affected, the 
Highlands Fire District would respond to 
mitigate concerns and then  work to assist 
our community members to correct, and 
ultimately improve the situation seeking to 
improve conditions as best as possible .

Wildland fire remains the greatest 

threat to our entire Flagstaff area regarding 
lives and property at risk. Fortunately for 
over 30 years a cooperative response to 
wildland fire danger has been a consistently 
reoccurring focus of emergency responders 
at the local community, City, County, State 
and Federal jurisdictions. This effort includes 
monthly meetings where over 2 dozen 
members’ agencies discuss planning, training, 
personal and equipment resources needs to 
cooperatively respond, attack and mitigate 
wildland fire activity, whether caused by 
man-made circumstances or natural events 
resulting in a fire due to seasonal drying, or 
other weather developed challenges.

I hope the discussion above provides 
a better understanding of how inspections 
improve our community’s health and safety 
awareness.

Jim Fisher
Fire Inspector

Fire Inspections: Improving  
Community Health and Safety 

On June 10th of 
this year the Highlands 

Fire District opened 
its doors once again 

for the Summer Cafe 
in coordination with the 

Hunger Free Alliance. 
The main focus of the 

collaboration is to provide 
free food to all children under the 

age of 18 who show up at distribution sites. 
Highlands, for the 3rd year in a row has 
agreed to be one of those sites. We began 
service on June 10th and will serve every 
Monday through Friday until July 26th. 
Service hours are from 11:00 am to 12:30 pm 
in the Hirsch Center at Station 23. 

The Hunger Free Alliance is a pilot 
program created by the St. Mary’s Food Bank 
and the idea surfaced after reviewing a hunger 
needs assessment study of Northern Arizona 
commissioned by St. Mary’s and sending 
out surveys to parents and students. The 
program has been rebranded as a Summer 
Cafes to reduce the stress a student may feel 
for receiving a free meal. Several new sites 
have been added each year in and around 
Flagstaff in order to serve students in their 
own neighborhoods; Kachina Village and 
Mountainaire are perfect examples of those 
areas. Along with a free meal at the fire station, 
students can also tour the station, 
engage with Fire Fighters, and 
learn about the fire service 
and fire safety. 

Highlands Fire realizes simply agreeing 
to be a distribution site entails much more 
than just being a host. We are an emergency 
services organization and cannot commit 
to being at the station available to serve 
meals at all times. This challenge has been 
mitigated with the use of volunteers. Each day 
volunteers are scheduled and show up at the 
station to serve the meals. A special thanks 
goes out to these honorable individuals and 
we at Highlands Fire appreciate their efforts 
greatly. 

If you know of anyone under the age of 
18 who is could benefit from a free meal at the 
Fire Station and who would like to enjoy some 
activities, please direct them to the Station at 
the times listed above, thank you. 

Brian Katrales
Captain/Paramedic
Public Information Officer

HFD Hosts Summer Cafe: 
Our Third Year in a Row 

The Highlands Fire District has an  
Notary Public on-staff to provide services for 
the benefit of the residents of our community. 
Notary services are free of charge.

All document signers must personally 
appear before the Notary. The Notary will 
establish the identity of each signer through 
personal knowledge or with identification 
documents. All documents must be signed  
in the presence of the Notary. The Notary  
will ensure that the signer understands the 
title of the document and is signing freely  
and willingly. 

Notary Services 
are generally available during 
regular business hours.  There is no 
appointment needed; however, please call  
the District Administration at (928) 525 1717  
to confirm my availability.

Jayme Jones
Administrative Assistant III

Notary Services 



Pancakes for Sale 
The annual Pancake Breakfast is 

Highlands Fire District’s opportunity to 
give back to the community. Since July 
1976 HFD board members and staff have 
been hosting the event. 

HFD has partnered with many 
organizations over the years including 
APS, Northern Arizona Healthcare, 
Guardian Air, USFS and Coconino County 
in order to bring the latest information 
to the community. Breakfast sales and 
donations also help fund the HFD charity 
account which contributes to numerous 
charities and functions, as well as giving 
back to community members in need.  

Over the years HFD has donated 
to the Tyler Stewart Memorial and Kirk 
Smith Memorial Golf Tournaments, Big 
Brothers Big Sisters Bowl-a-Thon, Boy 
Scouts, Police Unity Tour and the 911 
Tower Challenge. It is our pleasure to put 
on the annual Pancake Breakfast and with 
the help of the community we can keep this 
tradition going.

Lance Kohl
Firefighter/EMT
Pancake Breakfast IC

Special Thanks 
to Lance for another 

sucessful event.

We
Appreciate
Your 
Support

Thank You!


